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1 . FURTHER ARRESTS (CONF). 

IN SPITE OF THE KOREAN GOVERNMENT'S POLICY OF SLIGHTLY 
GREATER MODERATION TOWARD DISSENT. ARRESTS CONTINUE FOR 
THOSE WHO GO TOO FAR IN THEIR CRITICISM OF THE GOVERNMENT 
OR PRESIDENT PARK. RECENT EXAMPLES INCLUDE A POET 
CHARGED WITH VIOLATING EMERGENCY MEASURE NO. 9 BY ALLOWING 
PUBLICATION OF HIS POEM, "DIARY OF A SLAVE”, IN A JAPANESE 
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MAGAZINE. IN ANOTHER CASE, A CLERGYMAN HAS BEEN ARRESTED 
FOR CIRCULATING A SPEECH ACCUSING PRESIDENT PARK OF 
LEFTIST TENDENCIES. THE MINISTER WHO MADE THE ORIGINAL 
SPEECH WAS ARRESTED IN JULY. 

2. FRASER STAFF EXAMINES KIM TAE-CHUNG FILE (UNC). 


Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 



Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 22 May 2009 


STAFF MEMBERS OF THE HOUSE KOREAN INVESTIGATIONS 
SUBCOMMITTEE HAVE SPENT THE LAST SEVERAL DAYS REVIEWING 
OUR VOLUMINOUS FILES ON THE KIM TAE-CHUNG KIDNAPPING 
AND ON RADIO OF FREE ASIA. WE HAVE ALLOWED THEM TO TAKE 
NOTES, BUT NOT TURNED OVER COPIES OF THE ACTUAL DOCUMENTS. 

3. ROK-GOJ MINISTERIAL YIELDS NO CONCRETE RESULTS (UNC). 

AT THE ANNUAL ROK-GOI MINISTERIAL IN TOKYO 
SEPTEMBER 5-6 THE ROKG SOUGHT TO ADVANCE THREE SPECIFIC 
OBIECTIVES: GREATER JAPANESE DIPLOMATIC INVOLVEMENT IN 
CHANGING RELATIONSHIPS IN NORTHEAST ASIA; EARLY 
ACTION ON IMPLEMENTATION LEGISLATION FOR THE CONTINENTAL 
SHELF TREATY; AND "SPECIAL CONSIDERATION" TO REDUCE 
KOREA’S LARGE TRADE DEFICIT WITH JAPAN. THE KOREANS 
EXPECTATIONS SEEM TO HAVE BEEN LARGELY DISAPPOINTED. 

THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE EXPRESSED (1) JAPANESE INTEREST 
IN CLOSE CONSULTATION BETWEEN THE U.S. AND KOREA ON 
TROOP WITHDRAWAL; (2) RECOGNITION OF THE DESIRABILITY OF 
EARLY IMPLEMENTATION OF THE SHELF TREATY; AND (3) SUPPORT 
FOR A BALANCED EXPANSION OF TWO-WAY TRADE. 

4. NORTH KOREAN DIPLOMATS COME OUT OF THE WOODWORK (CONF). 

IN THE PAST THREE WEEKS, U.S. AND JAPANESE DIPLOMATS 
HAVE HAD THE DUBIOUS PLEASURE OF FINDING THEIR NORTH 
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KOREAN COLLEAGUES UNCHARACTERISTICALLY CIVIL IN SOCIAL 
SITUATIONS. THE NORTH KOREANS HAVE SHAKEN JAPANESE 
HANDS AND EXCHANGED PLEASANTRIES IN BOTH KUALA LUMPUR 
AND BELGRADE. IN TWO AFRICAN POSTS, NORTH KOREANS 
APPROACHED U.S. EMBASSY OFFICERS IN REASONABLY CIVIL 
TERMS. MIXED IN WITH THE SMALL TALK, THE NORTH KOREANS 
HAVE URGED U.S. TO READ KIM IL-SONG'S JUNE "LE MONDE" 
INTERVIEW VERY CAREFULLY. THE SUBSTANCE OF THE MESSAGE 
IS THAT PYONGYANG IS UNHAPPY THAT THE TROOP WITHDRAWAL 
WILL NOT BE COMPLETE AND THE TIMETABLE IS TOO SLOW. 

5. NORTH KOREAN FOREIGN MINISTER PLANS TO ATTEND 
UNGA SESSION (LOU). 

USUN HAS BEEN ASKED BY THE NORTH KOREANS IN NEW 
YORK IF WE WOULD BE ABLE TO ISSUE A VISA TO FOREIGN 
MINISTER HO TAM AND A PARTY OF FIVE NORTH KOREAN 
OFFICIALS WHO PLAN TO VISIT NEW YORK SEPTEMBER 27 
THROUGH OCTOBER 5. THIS WILL BE THE FIRST TIME SINCE 
1973 THAT HO HAS GRACED THE UN. 

6. JAPANESE DIET DELEGATION INITIALS PRIVATE FISHERIES 
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AGREEMENT (LOU). 

EARLY SEPTEMBER 7, THE JAPANESE DIET DELEGATION 
INITIALED A FISHERIES TREATY WITH THE NORTH KOREANS 
WHICH, SUBJECT TO JAPANESE GOVERNMENT GUARANTEES, WILL 
ALLOW JAPANESE FISHERMEN TO FISH IN THE NORTH'S ECONOMIC 
ZONE, BUT WILL EXCLUDE THEM FROM THE MILITARY ZONES 
ON BOTH COASTS. AS A "CONCESSION" FROM KIM IL-SONG 
TO SMALL JAPANESE FISHERMEN, JAPANESE BOATS WILL BE 
ALLOWED INTO THE ZONE FOR A "TEMPORARY" PERIOD BEFORE 
THE AGREEMENT COMES INTO FORCE. THE CONFEREES 
ALSO AGREED TO CONTINUE JAPANESE-NORTH KOREAN TRADE UNDER 
THE 1973 AGREEMENT AND TO HOLD ADDITIONAL TALKS FOR A 
NEW AGREEMENT. THE JAPANESE DELEGATION PAID A HIGH 
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PRICE FOR THE AGREEMENT BY SIGNING A JOINT COMMUNIQUE 
WHICH SUPPORTS THE NORTH'S POSITIONS ON A WIDE RANGE OF 
ISSUES, INCLUDING REUNIFICATION, HUMAN RIGHTS IN THE 
SOUTH, AND TROOP WITHDRAWALS. AS THE DELEGATION DEPARTED 
PYONGYANG, A JAPANESE FOREIGN OFFICE SPOKESMAN 
DISASSOCIATED HIS GOVERNMENT FROM THE JOINT STATEMENT, 
COMMENTING THAT IT RUNS COUNTER TO OFFICER GOJ POLICY. 

7. SOVIET REACTION TO NORTH KOREAN MILITARY SEA 
BOUNDARY (CONF). 

A SOVIET MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS OFFICIAL 
TOLD EMBASSY MOSCOW AUGUST 31 THAT THE USSR WILL TAKE A 
"FIRM STAND" AGAINST THE "SUBSTANCE" OF PYONGYANG'S 
ASSERTION OF ITS MILITARY SEA BOUNDARY AT NEXT YEAR'S LAW 
OF THE SEA CONFERENCE. THE OFFICIAL CLAIMED THAT MOSCOW 
HAS TRIED FOR YEARS TO DISSUADE THE NORTH KOREANS FROM 
ANNOUNCING THE BOUNDARY AND THAT THE SOVIET AMBASSADOR 
IN PYONGYANG WILL ASK THE NORTH KOREANS FOR A 
"CLARIFICATION" OF THEIR DECLARATION. VANCE 

NOTE BY OC/T: POUCHED PORT MORESBY. 
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